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‘The Language’ Matters —
(Folk-)Linguistic struggles in post-1989 Germany

1 Outline

1. “Rettet dem Deutsch!”: A brief examplary sketch of language the ideological debates
in post-1989 Germany

2. Ideology brokers: the main actors

3. Clashes: interrelations and dynamics

2 The Corpus

Newspapers: 1566 Documents (1990–6/2001)

Magazines: 208 Documents (1990–6/2001)

Others: 119 Documents (1991–2001)

Total: 1893 Documents (1990–6/2001)

2.1 Newspapers

Name (publishing place) Spread Period Documents

Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung supra-regional 1993–6/2001 397

Süddeutsche Zeitung (Munich) supra-regional 1994–6/2001 335

Frankfurter Rundschau supra-regional 1999–6/2001 156

taz – Die Tageszeitung (Berlin) supra-regional 1990-6/2001 150

Die Zeit (Hamburg) [weekly] supra-regional 1995–6/2001 135

Die Welt/Welt am Sonntag (Berlin) supra-regional 5/1995–6/2001 110*

Mannheimer Morgen regional 1991, 1994–6/2001 80

Badische Zeitung (Freiburg) regional 1990–6/2001 69

Die Presse (Vienna) supra-regional 1997–6/2001 18*

Others** mixed 1990–6/2001 116

Summary 1566

* no letters to the editor included in the database
** not systematically investigated
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2.2 Magazines

Name (publishing place) Period Documents

Focus 1993–6/2001 87

Der Spiegel 1990–6/2001 64

Stern 1993–6/2001 26

Others** 1990–6/2001 31

Summary 208

** not systematically investigated

2.3 Others

Name (publishing place) Period Documents

Books & articles 1991–2001 65

Internet** 1997–2001 26

Radio broadcasts 1997–2001 18

TV broadcasts 1996–2001 9

Songs 2000 1

Summary 119

** not systematically investigated

3 Diachronic Development

Number of articles* on Anglicisms in

systematically investigated newspapers and

magazines, 1995–6/2001.

(*per year, 2001: in the first 6 months)
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4 Metaphors

4.1 Frequencies (of selected metaphors)

Concept (type) Frequencies

Doc. Total Doc. Percent

Language is an Organism 723 52%
– Language change is war 608 44%
– Illness and Death 162 11.7%
– Care 138 10%

Language is a Substance 512 37%
– Purity 333 24.1%
– Decaying 85 6.2%
– Mixing 64 4.6%
– Disintegrating 64 4.6%

Language is a Container 331 24%
– Infiltration 227 16.4%

Language is an Artefact 206 15%
– Building 134 9.7%

Total 865 63%

4.2 Interrelations
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5 Evaluations

Tabelle1

contra anglicisms 71 contra anglicisms 81.2
contra purism 26.1 contra purism 15.6
balanced 2.9 balanced 3.2

Haupttitel

71%

26%

3%

contra anglicisms
contra purism
balanced

Haupttitel

81%

16%

3%

contra anglicisms
contra purism
balanced
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a. Journalists
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b. Non-journalists

Explicitely judgmental
articles

Tabelle1

contra anglicisms 71 contra anglicisms 81.2
contra purism 26.1 contra purism 15.6
balanced 2.9 balanced 3.2
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contra anglicisms
contra purism
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6 Quotations

“Jede Zeit sagt, daß derzeit die Sprache so ge-
fährdet und von Zersetzung bedroht sei wie
nie zuvor. In unserer Zeit aber ist die Sprache
tatsächlich so gefährdet und von Zersetzung
bedroht wie nie zuvor.” (Weigel 1974, p. 7)

“People have always stated that the
language was never as endangered
as presently. Presently, however, our
language is indeed as endangered as
never before.” [My translation]

“Bestünde die Bringschuld der Germanisten
nicht darin, auf die Sorgen der Öffentlichkeit
über die Anglisierung der Sprache stärker ein-
zugehen und sich energischer für die eigene
Sprache einzusetzen?” (Schrammen 2003:50)

“Isn’t it the Germanists’ duty to re-
spond to the public worries about
the anglification of the language and
to support their own language more
strongly?” [My translation]

“Es ist weniger die Indifferenz als die un-
terschwellige apologetische Tendenz der Lin-
guistik, die die öffentliche Sprachkritik gegen
sie aufgebracht hat.” (Zimmer 2005:34)

“It’s not so much the indifference of
linguistics, but its hidden apologetic
tendency that nettled the public lan-
guage critics.” [My translation]
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